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The Eighty-seventh Annual Meeting of The American As-sociation for Thoracic Surgery took place at the Washing-ton Convention Center in Washington, DC from May 5
through 9, 2007, and attracted over 4700 registrants from around
the world, including almost 3000 professionals who registered for
five days of scientific sessions, research forums, and postgraduate
symposia. The Annual Meeting was recorded for Webcast presen-
tation, which is available for viewing and can be accessed through
the AATS site at www.aats.org
On Saturday, May 5, 2007, the AATS chair A. Marc Gillinov
opened the Ninth Annual “Developing the Academic Surgeon Sym-
posium,” presenting to over 350 participants issues facing cardiotho-
racic surgeons interested in pursuing a career in academic surgery.
Sunday once again featured three specialty symposia co-spon-
sored by the AATS and the STS, all of which were highlighted by
distinguished faculty members. The General Thoracic Surgery
Symposium, chaired by Sudish C. Murthy, MD, attracted over 380
registrants; the Adult Cardiac Surgery Symposium, chaired by
Joseph F. Sabik III, MD, drew an audience of approximately 1100
surgeons; and the Congenital Heart Disease Symposium, chaired
by Charles D. Fraser, Jr., MD, was attended by over 360. Also held
on Sunday afternoon was the annual C. Walton Lillehei Residents’
Forum sponsored by St. Jude, during which 8 residents made
outstanding presentations of their research efforts. The AATS
Cardiothoracic Residents Committee agreed that this year’s award
of $5000 be given to Leo M. Gazoni, MD, of Charlottesville, VA,
for his presentation of “Timing is Everything. Pretreatment of
Donor Lungs with the Adenosine 2A Receptor Agonist ATL-313
Results in Superior Protection From Lung Ischemia Reperfusion
Injury Versus Administration During Reperfusion.”
On Sunday evening, the AATS hosted the annual Graham
Education and Research Foundation reception, honoring the 2007
Graham Education and Research Foundation awardees, as well as
the 2007 award recipients from The American Association for
Thoracic Surgery and the Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Re-
search and Education. The Graham Foundation awardees were this
year’s 55th Traveling Fellow, Ioannis Toumpoulis, MD, of Ath-
ens, Greece and the Second Dwight Harken Research Scholar, Shu
S. Lin, MD, of Duke University Medical Center.
Social events were very well attended, and the Association was
most grateful to Local Arrangements Chair Dr. Thomas Daniel. As
in past years, the social events schedule commenced on Sunday
evening with a well-attended Welcoming Reception in the Exhibit
Hall. Tuesday evening’s reception was held at the National Mu-
seum of Natural History. The Association extends its sincere
thanks to Dr. Daniel for his superb work in developing an inter-
esting and exciting social program.
Dr. Bruce W. Lytle presented his Presidential Address, “Who
We Are, Who We Will Be,” on Monday, May 7, 2007. Dr. Lytle
received high praise from his peers for his insightful view of the
future of cardiothoracic surgery and the opportunities that lie
ahead. This year’s featured speakers included: Basic Science Lec-
turer Steven R. Bailey, whose presentation was entitled “Nano-
technology—Impact on Cardiovascular Medicine”; and Honored
Speaker Mark B. McClellan, a former administrator for the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and former com-
missioner of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
On Tuesday morning, May 8, the Research Fora on General
Thoracic and Cardiac Surgery were conducted. Tuesday afternoon
saw the Association’s annual Cardiothoracic Residents’ Luncheon,
which was once again well attended. Over 200 residents had the
opportunity to enjoy a stimulating discussion with leaders in the
cardiothoracic field. Likewise, the Academic Leadership luncheon
hosted by the leadership of the Association for new members
provided a forum to discuss openly the challenges and opportuni-
ties faced in everyday academic practices.
At its Annual Executive Session, the members of the Associ-
ation elected the officers for 2007-2008: Dr D. Craig Miller of
Stanford, California was inducted as the association’s 88th Presi-
dent; Dr Thomas L. Spray of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania was
named President-Elect; Dr Alec Patterson of St. Louis, Missouri
was selected to serve as Vice President; Dr Irving L. Kron was
reelected to serve as Secretary; Dr Thoralf M. Sundt was elected to
serve as Secretary-Elect; and Dr David Sugarbaker was elected to
serve as Treasurer. Also elected to the Council for a four-year
term, Dr. John D. Puskas of Atlanta, Georgia will join Drs Walter
Klepetko, Bruce W. Lytle, Valerie W. Rusch, Hartzell V. Schaff,
Craig R. Smith, and Andrew S. Wechsler.
The membership agreed with the Council’s recommendations to:
1. approve the sponsorship of a Cardiothoracic Summit to
take place in June of this year in Chicago to address the
critical issues facing our specialty in the areas of training
and education as outlined in Dr. Lytle’s Presidential Ad-
dress. Representatives of the STS, ABTS, RRC, TSDA,
TSFRE, and JCTSE have agreed to participate.
2. continue to expand the educational mission of the Associ-
ation through the co-sponsorship of postgraduate courses
in conjunction with the University of Pittsburgh, Brigham
and Women’s Hospital, Cleveland Clinic, and the Asian
Society for Cardiovascular Surgery; the addition of the
AFIB course immediately preceding this annual meeting;
and the convening of the biennial Griepp Aortic Surgery
Symposium in New York next spring.
3. support the efforts of the Education Committee, chaired by
Craig Smith, in reviewing additional educational activities,
including the potential for developing a cost effective
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e-learning activity to assist members in having access to
educational activities in anticipation of the implementation
of the new Maintenance of Certification requirements.
4. support the efforts of Chairman Pedro Del Nido and the
Scientific Affairs and Government Relations Committee
and agreed to continue the Grantsmanship Workshop on a
biennial basis to assist young investigators in their efforts
to obtain federal funding for research programs.
5. implement a summer internship for medical students that
provides $5000 grants to 50 medical students this year to
expose them to the specialty. This summer internship pro-
gram parallels the successful Residents Traveling Fellow-
ship program initiated last year.
6. authorize the Historian to implement the concept of placing
all of the Annual Meeting programs of the Association on
the Association’s website. All programs since 1917 are
accessible on the Association’s website.
7. sanction two senior authors of an abstract submitted and
accepted for presentation at this Annual Meeting for violating
the Association’s prohibition of duplicate submission of ma-
terial. Their abstract was withdrawn from the final program,
and the authors may not submit material for consideration for
publication or presentation for a period of two years.
8. continue supporting the participation of representatives of
the leadership of the Association in the annual meetings of
EACTS and ESTS.
9. approve the updated conflict of interest disclosure infor-
mation for the Association’s leadership, editors, and staff
and for submitters to The Journal of Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery and/or the annual meeting to assure com-
pliance with all ethical guidelines.
10. approve a request from the Thoracic Surgery Residents
Association to provide for its representation on certain
administrative committees of the Association.
11. delegate to the Joint AATS/STS Workforce on Health Policy
Advocacy and Reform all future Scientific Affairs and Gov-
ernment Relations Committee interactions with the FDA.
12. authorize the submission to Health Affairs of the position
paper on the future of cardiothoracic surgery manpower
needs, which had been developed under the auspices of the
AAMC by the AATS with the support of the STS.
13. approve a report from D. Craig Miller on the formation of
a Working Group comprised of representatives of the As-
sociation, the STS, and EACTS charged with updating
the Valve Reporting Guidelines.
14. support evidence-based clinical practice guidelines devel-
oped by the ACCP for the Diagnosis and Management of
Lung Cancer.
15. endorse guidelines for the insertion of thoracic aortic stent-
grafts developed by a writing team led by Lars G. Svens-
son, Nicholas Kouchoukos, and D. Craig Miller.
16. appoint Drs Tim Gardner to become the Editor of Semi-
nars, Fred Crawford to edit OP/Techs, and Richard Jonas
to continue to edit the Pediatric Annual.
The Eighty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Association will take
place from May 10 through May 14, 2008 at the San Diego Conven-
tion Center in San Diego, CA. The deadline for abstract submissions
is October 1, 2007, and all abstract submissions must be electronic. As
in past years, the abstract submitter will be accessible through a link
on the AATS website. The association has reaffirmed its policy that
work submitted for consideration by the Program Committee for the
Annual Meeting and/or publication in The Journal of Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery shall NOT have been submitted previously
for presentation and/or publication.
At next year’s Annual Meeting, the following new active
members who were formally elected at the May 8, 2007 Business
Meeting will be inducted into membership in the Association:
Active Members
Niv Ad, MD, Falls Church, Virginia
Filip P. Casselman, MD, PhD, FETCS, Aalst, Belgium
Byung-Chul Chang, MD, Seoul, Republic of Korea
Sabine H. Daebritz, MD, Professor, Neufahrn, Germany
John Michael DiMaio, MD, Dallas, Texas
Martin J. Elliot, MD, FRCS, London, United Kingdom
Farzan Filsoufi, MD, New York, New York
Raja M. Flores, MD, New York, New York
Sanjiv K Gandhi, MD, Saint Louis, Missouri
Roy K. Greenberg, MD, Cleveland, Ohio
Michael R. Johnston, MD, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Afksendiyos Kalangos, MD, Geneva, Switzerland
Rosemary F. Kelly, MD, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Bruce E. Keogh, MD, Birmingham, United Kingdom
Kemp H. Kernstine, MD, PhD, Duarte, California
Junjiro Kobayashi, MD, Osaka, Japan
Chuen-Neng-Lee, MD, Singapore, Singapore
Scott A. LeMaire, MD, Houston, Texas
Edward J. Malec, MD, Cracow, Poland
Kenneth R. McCurry, MD, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Thierry G. Mesana, MD, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Carlos A. Mestres, MD, PhD, FETCS, Barcelona, Spain
Takashi Nitta, MD, Tokyo, Japan
Rene Pretre, MD, Zurich, Switzerland
Marco Ricci, MD, Miami, Florida
Marc Ruel, MD, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Alan M. Speir, MD, Alexandria, Virginia
Gregory D. Trachiotis, MD, Washington, DC
Y. Joseph Woo, MD, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Qingyu Wu, MD, Beijing, China
Irving L. Kron, MD, Secretary
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